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10 a large and honourable claſs of 
the community, to perſons conſiderable 
in reputation, important by their con- 
ditian in life, ” and commenduble for 
the decenẽy of their general conduct, 
theſs might hints ite reſpectfully ads 
dreſſed. They are not intended as 4 
ſatire upen vice, or 4 wen upon 
Aena! A 2 27 folly, 
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folly, being written neither for the 
fooliſh nor the vicious. The ſubject is 
to ſgrious: for ridicule; ard ſhbſe 0 
whom it is addreſſed are too reſpectable 
for ſatire. It is recommended td the 
conſideration of thoſe who, filling the | 
higher ranks in life, are naturally, re- 
aarded as natierns, by ! the man- 
ners of the reſt of the world are to be 
faſhioned. - | 
1 1175 Icom? bus gr 0 
Tn maſs of mankind; in moſt places, 
and in moſt conditions of fife, is; per- 
haps..chiefly-eampoſed. of What may be 
ter med go kind of prople; for perſonz 
of very flagitious wickedneſs are al moſſ 
as ;rare as theſe of very eminent piety: 
f theſe, admonition were 
A impertinent 
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itnglertiment ;/1o: the! fonier, it wert fits 
perfiumus. Theſe remarks, therefore; 
areprincipalty” written with a” view to 
ſuck: perſons! of rank and fortüne who 
live:within the reſtraints of moral oblic 
gation, and bcknowledge | th& truth of 
the Chriftian- relivioh+ and who; if in 
cettain inſtamces they allow thernſelves 
in pra&tices net compatible with a ſtricꝶ 
profeſſion of Chriſtiunity, ſeem te doit 
rather from habit and want ef reflee- 
tion, than either frem diſbelief of its 
doctrines, Nine its preapt· 


v:tedl7 bun 32 2 10 23 ele 


; an ans Faſhion, and the 
World are three confederates' againſt 
Virtue, witk whom even gvod kihd / df 
people often eontrive-to tive e 

e lent 
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lent terms; and the fair reputation whicli 
may be obtained by a complaiſant con- 
formity to the prevailing practice, and 
by mere decorum of. manners without 
a; ſtrick attention to religious ; principle; 


is 2; conſtant. ſource, of: danger to the 
ieh and great. There is ſomethitig al- 
moſt ſrreßſtibly ſedueing in the conta- 


Bon of general example; bence the 
neceſſity of that vigilance, which it is 
the buſineſs; of Chriſtianity to, quicken 
by inceſſant; admonition, and of the 
world, to lay ? aſleep by the perpetual 
opiates of eaſe and pleaſure. 
F N QT Jiao Nenne 
A Fair reputation is one of the moſt 
laudable objeCts of human ambition; 
yet even this really valuable bleſſing 
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is: ſometimes} converted: into a ſnare, 
by, inducing a treacherous ſecrityſ as 
ſoon as it is obtained. A fatal indo- 
lence is apt to creep in upon thꝭ ſcul 
hen it has once acquired the good op- 
mon of. mapkind,) if the adtjuiſiton af 
that good opinion was the ultimate end 
of its endeavours.; Purſwit is at an end 
when the object is in poſſeſſion; for he 
i not likely to 7. Preſs forward“ who 
thinks be has already © attained.“ The 
love of worldly reputation; and thei de- 
fixe of God's: favour, have this-ſpecific 
difference, that in the latter; the poſſeG 
ſion always augments the deſire; and 
the ſpiritual mind accounts nothing done 
while any nen undone. 
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2 Ar after! alt, æ fair fame; andi the 
ſupport tif numbers is obviouſty a de- 
<eitfu] dependence; for as every indi- 
mduak muſt die for humſeif, and anſwer 
bor himſelf, boch theſe- imagintry- 6- 
ſourres wilb fail, juſt at the moment 
when. they: could have beem of-any uſe. 
nal piety, would-be wer th obtaining, if 
the tribunal of heaven were faſhioned 
after the manner of human courts: of 
we were ta be. tried; by! a: jury of ow! 
fellow mortal, it would br but com- 
mon prudence to ſecure their favour at 
any price; but it can fland us in Atti 
ſtead in. the great day of devifion; as ĩt is 
the conſummation of infinite goodneſs, 
not 
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not to abandon us to the mercy: of: each 
other's ſentence; but to reſerve us fox 
his: final judgmetit who: will make ſtrict 
inquiſition into ſincerity of heart, and up- 
rightneſs of intention; in hôſe eyes an 
effectuat prayer, of a powerleſs wiſh, 
will out weigh the moſt ſplendid profeſſi- 
on, or the moſt daztling action 
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W canhbot but rejoice in every, des 
eee of human vrtue wich opbrates 
favourably on fociety,” whiter! Be ie 
motive, or whoever be the actor; and 
we ſhould gladly cortimend ev Vo 0 
gte of, goodneſs, rhoughyit deten 

ed dy our owh laws and ndtianß: ever 
the good actions of ſuch perſonis as are 
oP much acjated | by a regaid>toraps 
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peavances,” are not without ther bel 
fieial effects. Phe righteouſneſs of thoſe 
whe oceupy this middle region' of mo- 
rakty certainly ekceeds the righteouſneſs 
of the Sctibes and Phariſees; for: they 
are not only exact in ceremoritals,* but 
in many” feſpects fulfil" the weightier 
matters of "law and conſcience! Like 
Herod, they often © hear gladly, and 
qo. many things.“ Fet I am aft aid 
Thill'be' Hought Tevere in femarkeilig 
that in general; thoſe characters in the 
New Teſtament, ol whoſe ſuture condi- 
tian no very: conſickerable hope is glven, 
| ſeenp to haut been: taken," nor from the 
pftoffigate, the abandoned? and tlie df 
honourable, but fro that dedent claſs 
— by the-terfiv6F-good 


N ſort 
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 Yart of peoples, that mixed kind of da- 

ractet Whete virtue appears, if it does 
not predominate: The younger Ruler 
Was dertainly one. of the firſt of this or- 
der, and yet . are left in dark un 
certainty as to his final allotment. The | 
nich man [who but him parng and 

ſtorehouſes, and only propoſed to him- 
ſelf the full enjoyment of that fortune, 
pears to the contrary, a,, very, good 
fort of man; at leaſt, if we may judge 
of him by multitudes who! live preciſely 
for the fame: purpoſes, and yet enjoy 
a good: degree of credit, and axe rather 
conſidered as Une of | admiration than 
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Bur the moſt alatming ĩtiſtafice Toe | 
who Was clothed itt purple and- * 
Tinen; fared fumptuouſfy everyday, and 


pave nothing to Lazarus; and who is 


repreſented after death as lifting up his 
eyes, being in torrents. He eothmutted 
n6'enbriffifies that have been tranſmut- 
red to us}; for that he dihed well, dreſſell 


well, and refuſed to relieve one beggar, 


eenld hatdly theur'the' birter pqualty of 
tert miſery z his pPimiſhiment. [ſeems 
to ive been, the Confequence of a hard, 
worldly; #etfiſh heart, ſpoilt by the ſoft- 
nefſes und Uthghts of HHH. For after all 
that corrupt poeta, and more corrupt 


Pbilolophers, have told us of the blan- 


diſhmietits öf plesſure, and of its ten- 
wry to holten the tempetʒ anch hu- 
manize 
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| five the affeftions, it is certain, that | ; 
| 


4 MIL 24 £1 STI; 5 
nothing h: hardeng the heart like exceſſive | 
958010 ois el cf 


and unbounded. luxury ; and he. who | 
wot ſes the feweſt gratifications to is 


"own yoluptuouſneſs, will generally be | 


found the leaſt ſuſce; ible of tenderneſs 


* 4212020 


for the want of, © others. . Proſperity, | 
ſays the Arabian proverb, falls the heart 
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till it makes it hard ; 4, and the : moſt de dan- 
1140 | | 


gerous pits and ſnares, for human virtue 
; 92 ob, n, 1D en 10 
are thoſe, "which © are ſo covered over 


„ena 
with the flowers of proſperous PR 
that i it requires a cautious foot, and 2 


vigilant bye © to cleape' hem. LO 
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Even Ananias and aebi "Ws 
1 doubt n not, well eſteemed in "ociety ; ; 
for it was enough to eſtabliſh: a very e888 
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but what an alarm does it 1 9 


poerify, that inſtead! of RT... 


3829 1 N 3 nlor 1 *, 
for what they brought, they Wee, pi 
| — 484 11 2 1 
niſhed Se what they kept back" Ad 

91e 101 1 5250 30 545. 

it is o be feared, that tits degel tft 
4208 17576: Faid fy offi 40 

pair are not the only One, upon W whom 

I 18 D3: TI 3! GO! 1815 1 tit 

a good. action, Without i. Pas inten- 
rt q 9184 Hag 2 Tir? FG * J 

tion, has drawn. down. a fightebus re- 
VOL 3} JS id SIO! Th 2 
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tribution. f 
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: Fon though outward action are the 
01 279,385 


ö ſureſt, and to human eyes, tlie on ar 


.- evidences. of Hncerity, yet Chriſtianity 
1 religion, of motives and principles, 
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The Goſpel is continually.referring 15 


, 1 


the heart as the ſource of good; it 15 
6h . ©. 
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to, the, poor in it, to the pure in 
beart, that the divine bleſf ing is annex- 
ed. A man. May correct many — 
per Practices, and refrain from many 


moral aQions, from merely human 
- otives;. but, though t this partial amend- 


ment. is not, without its uſes, yet this is 


$3243» # a 


only e ſymptoms, and neglect· 
ing the mortal diſeaſe: but to ſubdue 
a; W orldly., teraper,, to controul irregular 
deſires, ang te. have 2 "clean heart, is to 


2 


ane the ſoul, and ſpirit, and eff 
epce of, in. Totally: to accompliſh this, 
— — gyong the narrow limits 


S234 434 118 arty iSv.! 


3 herfectio mil 4 it to Ar nl it 


is Dis 


Nan, 1, hymble Tel lance on fuperigr 


= 4434 = } bt wo! [<7 V ＋ 112 
vs eee 
gag or, roma apt flight of \ virtue, that 
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ir is but the common tut of every or- 
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Bur 10 muſt remember that this is 
not a ſermon, but a mete ſuperfidig] 
eſſay. 1 am neither an old man, #d 
clergyman, nor a methodiſt, o that it 
is at leaſt poſſi ble that 1 may be neither 
actuated by moroſznels, ſelf-intereſt, nor 
enthuſiaſm. 1 live müch i in the world, 
and have as much ſatisfatiba in its 
lawful pleaſures, and permllte 6a ed mc. 
gencies, as other men. I endeavour. to 


T en 
cultivate the greateſt candor for "the 


7 Y A vic 4% . 
f 011. rep. 


opinions, and affe@tion for the "perſons 


. 19813 


ed with the humanity, eee. and 
integrity, even of worldly" men.” Büt 


2 


one 
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eis * 
one Vrguf muſt pot, intrench upon ano- 
ther, git muſt not ſupplant faith. 
If, a, mau be generous, good | natured 


and, Humane, it is re not te to feel 
far, bim the tenderneſs of a brother z * 


but, at.the ae time, he A 


191 4 


aus, Linge m pergte, c or profane, who ſhall 
dare to ſay he is | in 2 fa lafe f ite Te 

Humour, and 85 fk. ſentiments > Wl 
ap make, han eben acqyaine 


ance. but.w who ſhall 1 lower, the doetrines 


of, & the Goſpel, to accommodate i them to 


i E ton 910 


de de of, RM Who | ſhall bend a 
ſtrgit ale, tp f ayopr 4.3, 6 crooked. Prac- 
tice? Ae. | ſhall "copyert that autho- 


rity. which "yt cad, that Without holineſs 
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Mar 1 venture" to be a itte para- 
doxical; and whit To "many grave per- | 
ſons are deſcanting on the miſchiefs of 
vice, may 1 be permitted to ſay a word 
on the miſchiefs of virtue, or, rather, 
of that ſhining counterfeit, Which, While 
it wants the ſpecific gravity, has much 
3 of the brightneſs of Kerins Worth! 


114 


Never, perh 8, did any age produce 
more 'Veauti Naa in Praiſe '& 
virtue than the preſent; never were 
more | poliſhed Periods rounded: in ho- 
nour of humanity. An ancient Pagan 
would imagine that Aſtrea had returned 
to take up her abode in our metropolis'; 
a primitive Chriſtian would conclude, 
that © righteouſneſs and x peace had there 
met together: but how would they 

WF: 7 be 
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be fwvptiſes to find that the obligation 
to theſe duties was not always thought 


binding on their eloquent encomiaſts! 
that univerſal benevolence may ſubſiſt 
with partial injuſtiee;/ and boufidleſs li- 
berality with ſordig ſelfiſnneſs; that one 
may ſcem eager ih redreſſing the inju- 
ries of half the globe, without deſcend- 
ing to the petty detail of prlvate virtues; 
and burn with zeal for the good of mil- 
liois one never ſaw," and yet ſpread vice 
and ruin through the little circle of one's 
on mmm . N A 26229 


| 


-\ v5 


+ in — texture or all irre- 
gular life is ſpungled over with =, 
Prog pleaſing qualities; when 
gaiety; good humour, and a thought- 
| berg 1 leſs 
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' lefsprofufionciof! extpenee throw! a luſtre 
round ſhe : faul tieſtocharactert : it ano 
wonder that common qdbſeryeraii are 
| wen into admiration-:{ a profuſe: ge- 
I: | netofity darzles them more thai all ne 
| | duties.” of then decaloguayt But though! 
it may be a very uſuali qualiy towards 
ſeguring the election of a buraugb, it 


m4. 
_  — 


— 


will contribute but little towards mak 
ing fure thecealling: aht election tai the 
kingdom of heaven, It is fomewhat! ; 
ſtrange that extravagange ſhould: be the 
great criterion of ,,goodneſy: with thoſe 
very people who are themſelves the, vic- 
ums of theſe idols; for ihe prodigal pays 
no debtz if he can help it : and it is 
notorious, that in, One ef [ thei; wittigſt, 
e popular. comedies, which. this 


country * 
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country has ever produced, thoſe very 
paſſages which exalt liberality at! the 
expence of juſtice, were nightly ap- 
plauded with enthuſtaſtic rapture by 
thoſe deluded tradeſmen, whom, per- 
haps, that very ſentiment helped to keep 
out of thelr hg OR g >a 


Bor there is another ſort of faſhion- 
able character, whoſe falſe brightneſs 
is ſtill more pernicious, by caſting a 
ſplendour over the moſt deſtructive 
vices. Corrupt manners, ruinous ex- 
travagance, and the moſt fatal paſſion 
for play, ate ſometimes gilded over 
with many engaging acts of charity; 
and a general attention and reſpect to 
the ceremonials of Chriſtianity. But 
Aer | =" als 
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leis profuſion of cxpenee throw! A. luſtre 
round the faul tieſtocharacters : it iin 
| wonder that common Gbſerverg are 
; Winded into admiration: a profuſe: ge- 


netoſiy danzles them more tham all the. 


| duties of the decaltoguet But though! 
it; may be a very uſuali quality towards 


ſeguring the election of a burougb, it 
will contribute but little towards mak; 
ing ſure the-calling. anti election :tui the 
kingdom of heaven, It is ſomewhat 
ſtrange that extravagance ſhould: be the 
great criterion of gogdneſd with: tale 
very people who are themſelves the vic- 


tims of theſe idojs; for the-prodigal pays 


no debts if he-can-help- it: and it is 
notorious, that in one ef dhe wittieſt. 
and bn populat comedieg ich this 


country 
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country has ever produced, thoſe very 
paſſiges which exalt” liberality | at the 
expence of juſtice,” were nightly ap- 


plauded with enthuſiaſtic rapture by 
thoſe deluded tradeſmen, whom, per- 
haps, that very ſentiment helped to oP 

out of their money. y 


Bur there is another ſort of faſhion- 
able character, whoſe falſe brightrreſs 
is ſtill more pernicious, by caſting a 
ſplendour over the moſt deſtructive 
vices. Corrupt manners, ruinous ex- 
travagance, and the moſt fatal paſſion 
for play, are ſometimes gilded over 
with many engigihg acts of charity, 


and a general attention and reſpect to 


the ceremonials of Chriſtianity.” But 
21:1 this 
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this is degrading the ve | image 


and ſuperſcriptign of, religion, by ſtamp- 
ing them; on baſer metal than they. Were 
ever intended to impreſs. The. young 
and gay ſnelter themſelves under ſuch 
examples, and ſcruple the leſs to adopt 
the bad parts of ſich,mixed characters, 
when they ſce that an immoral con- 
duct is fo, compatible with a religious 
perfection Sun nr, io ald 
a geg Id uoiaip :s bt II 2; 
BH dige from n deren ö 
fort is tot the purpoſe ob, this, addreſs, 
to take notice of any actions AMhich, the, 
oo mon Nez of. Mankind has tra 
mined./to be wrong, gt of ſuch chicfly,, 
as are practifed by che ſob -r, the degent, 
aud the regular; and to arg a, feu, 
i hints 
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ob fach N obvious offerices as 
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are, in | genital, * A 


Safe from the ber, the Lig pit, and the throne, 

210 mg. eng. Dl la o: 206137 69: 21.71 
Nor will tlie bound ulich J have pre- 
ſcribed myſelf! allow of my wander 
ing into a wide and aaa field of ob- 
ſerpatieny Ciart: mH ogg rut 
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Tur idea of 3 night per- 
formance was ſuggeſted by reading 
the King's late excellent proclamation 
againſt religion and immorality. Un- 
der the ſhelter of ſo high u ſanẽtion it 
may not be unfeaſonable'to' prefs-on the 
hearts of the better diſpoſed, ſuch ob- 
ſervances as ſeem to be generally over- 
looked; and to remark ſuch offences 


as 
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as commonly elude cenſure, becauſe 
they are not commonly thought oen- 
ſurable. 

Ir is obvious to all ſerious perſons, | 
that that branch of the divine law, 
againſt which the better kind of people 
treſpaſs with the leaſt ſcruple, is the 
fourth commandment: many who would 
ſhudder at the violation of the other 
nine, ſeem without ceremony to ex- 
punge this from the divine code; but 
by what authority they do this, has ne- 
ver been explained. The Chriſtian 
legiſlator does not ſeem to have abridged 
the commandments; and there is no 
ſubſequent authority ſo much as pre- 
tended to by Proteſtants. ent 
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N. is not here intended to take no- 
tice of ſuch flagrant offences as lie open 
to the cognizance of higher tribunals; 
or to pollute this paper with deſcanting 


on the holders of card aſſemblies on 


Sundays, the frequenters of taverns and 
gaming houſes, the printers of Sunday 
newſpapers, the proprietors of Sunday 
ſtage coaches, and others who openly 
inſult the laws of the land; laws which 
will always be held ſacred by good citi- 
zens, even were not the law of God an- 
tecedent to them. 


Many of the order whom I here ad- 
dreſs are perſons of the tendereſt huma- 
nity, and not only wiſh well to the in- 
tereſts of virtue, but are favourably diſ- 

C voſed 
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poſed to advance the cauſe of religion ; 
nay, would be extremely ſtartled at not 
being thought ſincerely religious: yet, 
from inconſiderationg want of time, 
want of ſelf-examinction, want of ſuf- 
pecting the deceitfulneſs of the human 
heart, ſometimes allow themſelves in 
inattentions and negligences which ma- 
terially affect their own ſafety, and the 
comforts of others. While an animat- 
ed ſpirit of charity ſeems to be kindled 


among us; while there is a general diſ- 


poſition to inſtruct the ignorant, and to 
reform the vicious; one cannot help 
regretting that theſe amiable exertions 
ſhould be counteracted, in ſome degree, 
by praclices of a directly oppoſite ten- 

fits dency, 
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dency, trifling in their appearance, but 
ſerious in their effects. 


; OI are ill among us petty do- 
meſtic evils; which ſeem too inconſider- 
able to claim redreſs. —— There is an 
aggrieved body of men in our very 
capital, whoſe ſpiritual hardſhips ſeem 
ſcarcely to have bcen taken into conſi- 
deration, I mean the Hair DRESSERS, 
on whom 


The Sunday hives, no Cay of reſt tothem, 


Is there not a peculiar degree of un- 
kindneſs in exerciſing ſuch cruelty on 
the ſouls of men, whoſe whole lives are 
ee in embelliſhing our perſons ? 


C 2 And 
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And is it quite conceivable how a lady's 
conſcience is able to make ſuch nice 
diſtinctions, that ſhe would be ſhocked 
at the idea of ſending for her mantua- 
maker, or milliner, cher carpenter, or 
maſon, on a Sunday, while ſhe makes 


no ſeruple regularly to employ a hair- 


dreſſer ? 


Is it not almoſt ridiculous to obſerve 
the zeal we have for doing good at a 
diſtance, while we neglect the little ob- 
vious, every day domeſtic duties, which 
ſhould ſeem to ſolicit our immediate 
attention? But an action ever ſo right 
and meritorious, which 1s 'only to be 
periodically performed, at diſtant inter- 
vals, is leſs burthenſome to corrupt na- 


ture, than an undeviating attention to 
ſuch 
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ſach ſmall, conſtant, right habits as are 
hoſtile to our natural indolence, and 
would be perpetually vexing and dif- 
turbing our ſelf-Jove. The weak heart 
indulges its infirmity, by allowing itſelf 
intermediate omiſſions, and habitual ne- 
glects of duty, repoling itſelf for ſafety, 
on regular, but remote returns of ſtated 
performances. It is leſs trouble to ſub= 
ſcribe: to the propagation of the Goſpel 
in foreign parts, than to have daily 
Prayers in our own families: and I am 
perſuaded that there are multitudes: of 
well-meaning people who would gladly 
contribute to a miſſion of, Chriſtianity 
to Japan or Otaheite, to whom it never 
occurred that the hair-drefſer, whom 
| hen are every Sunday detaining from 
imm Cs ease Church, 
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church, has a ſoul to be ſaved; that the 
law of the land co-operates with the 
law of God, to forbid their employing 
him ; and that they have no right, either 
legal or moral, to this proportion of his 
time.——The poor man himſelf, per- 
haps, dares not remonſtrate, for fear 
he ſhould be deprived of his employ- 
ment for the reſt of the week. If there 
were no other objection to a pleaſurable 
Sunday among the great and the afflu- 
ent, methinks this ſingle one might ope- 
rate: would not a devout heart be un- 
willing to rob a fellow creature of his 
time for devotion, or a humane- one of 
his hour of reſt ? 
Ir is ſtrange that there ſhould be fo 
little conſiſtency in human conduct, 

that 
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that the ſame perſons ſhould gladly 
contribute to ſpread the light of Chriſ- 
tianity in another hemiſphere ; while, 
by their example, they actually obſtruct 
the progreſs of it at home. But it is, 
I doubt not, much oftener owing to the 
imperceptible influence of cuſtom and 
habit, than to a decided ill intention. 
Beſides, it may be in morals as it is in 
optics,” the eye and the object may come 
too cloſe to each other, to anſwer the 
end of viſion. There are certain faults 
which preſs too near our ſelf- love to be 
even perceptible to us. 


Treks is an evil newly crept into 


poliſhed ſociety, and it comes under a 
maſk ſo ſpecious, that they are chiefly 
good 
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good ſort of people who are allured by 
it; I mean SunDay CONCERTS.- 
Many, who would be ſtartled at a pro- 
phane, or even an idle amuſement, 
think that the name of ſacred mufic 
ſanctifies the diverſion. - But if thoſe 
who hve in eaſe and affluence do not 


make theſe petty renunciations of their 
own ways, and their own pleaſure, what 
-criterion have we by which to judge of 
14 their ſincerity? For as the goodneſs of 


1 Providence has exempted them from 
| 'q painful eccupations, they have neither 
| labour from which to reſt, nor bu- 
| fineſs from which to refrain. A little 


abftinence from pleafure is the only evi- 

| || dence of their obedience to. the divine 

If precept. n 

| I know 
| 
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I xxow with what indignant ſcorn 


this remark will, by many, be received : 
-that much will be advariced in favour of 
the ſanity of this amuſement. I ſhall 


be told that the words are, many of 
them, extracted from the Bible, and that 
the compoſition is the divine Handel's. 
But were the angel Gabriel the poet, 
the archangel Michael the compoſer, and 
the Song of the Lamb the ſubject, it 
would not abrogate the ſtatute of the 
Moſt High, which has ſaid, Thou 
* ſhalt keep holy the Sabbath day, and 
thy Servant, and thy CaTTLE, ſhall 
do no manner of work.” —I am per- 


ſuaded that the hallelujahs of Heaven 


would make no moral muſic to the ear 


of a conſcientious perſon, while he re- 
: flected 
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flected that multitudes of ſervatzts are 
waiting in the ſtreets, expoſed to-every 
temptation : engaged, perhaps, in pro- 
phane ſwearing, and idle if not diſſolute 
converſation : and the very cattle are 
deprived of that, reſt which the tender 
mercy of God was graciouſly pleaſed, by 
an aſtoniſhing condeſcenſion, to include 


in the commandment, 


Bor I will, for the ſake of argument, 
ſo far concede as to allow of the inno- 
cence, and even piety of Sunday con- 
certs: I will ſuppoſe (what, however, 
does not always happen) that no unhal- 
| lowed ſtrains are ever introduced ; that 
| ſome attend theſe concerts with a view 

to cultivate devout affections ; that they 
cheriſh 
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| cheriſh. the ſerious impreſſions excited 


by the muſic, and retire in ſuch a frame 
of ſpirit as convinces them that the heart 
was touched while the ear was gratifi- 


ed: Nay, I would grant, if ſuch a con- 


ceſſion would be accepted, that the in- 
tervals were filled up with converſation, 
hereby one may edify another: 
Vet all theſe good effects, allowing them 
really to have been produced, will not 
remove the invincible objection of an 
evil example; and what liberal ſpirit 
would refuſe any reaſonable ſacrifice. of 
its own pleaſure to ſo important a mo- 
tive? Your ſervants have been accuſ- 
tomed to conſider a concert as a ſecular 
diverſion; if you, therefore, continue 
it on a Sunday, will not they alſo ex- 


. pect 
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t i pect to be indulged on that day with 
| | þ their common amuſements ?——Saint 
| Paul, who was a very liberal thinker, 
believed it prudent to make frequent 
ſacrifices cf things indifferent in them- 
ſelves. He was willing to deny himſelf. 
a harmleſs and lawful gratification, even 
as long as the world flood, rather than 
ſhock the tender conſciences of men of 
leſs underſtanding. Where a practice 
is neither good nor evil in itſelf, it is 
* both diſcreet and generous to avoid it, 
1 if it can be attended with any poſſible 
1 danger to minds leſs enlightened, and 
to faith leſs confirmed. 


Bor, religion apart, I have ſome- 
% 


times wondered that people do not yield 
to the temptation that is held out to 


them 
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them, of abſtaining from diverſions one 
day in ſeven, upon motives of mere 
human policy ; as voluptuaries ſome- 
times faſt, to give a keener reliſh to. the 


delights of. the next repaſt. For plea- 
ſure, like an over- fed lamp, is extin- 


ite by the exceſs of its own. all- 


men But the lovers of pleaſure are 


not nes prudent, even upon their 


own principles; for I am perſuaded that 
the world would afford much more 
real ſatisfaction than it does, if we did 
not preſs, and torture, and ſtrain it, to 
yield what it docs not contain, Much 
good, and much pleaſure, it does .libe- 
rally beſtow ; but no labour, or art, 
can extract from it that elixir of peace, 
that divme eſſence of content, Which it 

D . 15 
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5 is not in its nature to produce. There 
is good ſenſe i in ſearching into every 
bleſing for its hidden properties; but it 
is folly to ranſack and plunder it for 
ſuch as the experience of all ages tells 
us are foreign. to it. We exhauſt the 
world of its pleaſures, and then lament 


that it is empty; we wring thoſe plea- 


ſures to the very dregs, and then com- 
plain that they are 75 Ge; 


5 SHALL, probably, be accuſed of a 
very narrow and fanatical ſpirit, in ani- 
madverting on a practice ſo little ſufpect⸗ 
ed of härm as the frequenting of public 
walks and gardens on a Sunday: and 
certainly, there cannot be an amuſement 

more entirely harmleſs in itſelf. But I 


muſt 


—_ 
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muſt appeal to the honeſt teſtimony of 
our owh hearts if the effect be favour- 
able to ſcrioufrieſs ? Do we commonly 
retire from thoſe places with the impreſ- 
ſions Which were made on us at church 
in their full force? We entered theſe 
ſprightly ſcenes, perhaps, with a ſtrong 
remaining tincture of that devout. ſpi- 


rit which the public worſhip had infuſed 
into the mind. But have we not felt 


it gradually diminiſh? Have not our 
powers of reſiſtance grown inſenſibly 
weaker? The doctrines which in the 
morning appeared the ſober dictates of 
reaſon, now 'ſeem unreaſonably rigid ; 
and truths which were then thought in- 
controvertible, now appear impertinent. 


To anſwer arguments is much eaſier 


D 2 than 
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than to, withſtand allurement. The un- 
derſtanding may controvert a ſtartling 
propoſition with leſs difficulty than the 
Niding heart gan reſiſt the infection of 
ſeducing gaiety. To oppoſe a cold and 
ſpeculative faith to the illuſion of pre- 
ſent pleaſure, is to fight with inadequate 
weapons: it is reſiſting arms with rules; 
it is combating a temptation, with an 
idea. Whereas, he who.engages'in the 
Chriſtian warfare,” will find that his 
chief. ſtrength conſiſts in. knowing that 
he is very weak; that to retreat from dan- 
ger is is higheſt glory, and to decline 
the combat, his trueſt courage. 
en nt nn Egut; lun bes 
e WHATEVER indiſpoſes the mind for 
the duty of any particular ſeaſon, tho 
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it aſſnne ever fo um ent a form, can 
not be perfectiy right. H the hear be 
laid open to the incurfon of vam ima» 
 ginations, | and worldly thoughts; it 
matters little hy what gate the enemy 
entered. If the effect be injurious, the 
eaufe cannot be quite harmlefs. It is 
the perfidious property of certain pe 
fures, that, though: they ſeem not” to 
have the ſchalleſt harm in themſetves 
they ĩmperceptibly indĩſpufe the mind to 
every thing that is good. 


1 | 1971 


Many readers will be apt to pro- 
duce againſt alb this: preciſeneſs, that 
hackneyed rermark which one is tirett df 
hearing, that Sunday diverſions” are als 
towed publicly in many foreign cou 


A tries, 


— xz 


— 
3 


— — m 


_—_ ————- 
— 


. a on — PF”, * 
. 


l — — — = — 


— — 


— —— —ͤ——ꝑ—œ ti 


— — 
2 


—— — — 


42 ©. Thoughts on tbe 


tries, as well in thoſe profeſſing the re- 
formed: religion, as popery. But the 
corruptions of one part of the Proteſ- 
tant world are no reaſonable juſtification 
of the evil practices of another. Er- 
ror and infirmity can never be proper 
objects of imitation. It is ſtill a rem- 
nant of the old leaven: and as to plead- 
ing the practice of Roman Catholic 
countries, one bluſhes to hear an en- 


Veghtened Proteſtant juſtifying: himſelf 


by examples drawn from that benighted 
religion. 

: -\Bx81DEs, though 1 am far from vin- 
dicating the amuſements permitted on 


Sundays in foreign countries, by al- 


n that eſtabliſhed cuſtom, and long 
preſcription, 


4 
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preſcription, have-the privilege of con- 
ferring! right; yet fofeigners may, at 
leaſt, plead the ſanction of cuſtom; and 
the connivance of the law. While in 
this country the law of the land; and 
eſtabliſhed | uſage, concurring witli ſtill 
higher motives, give a ſort of venerable 
ſanction to religious obſervances, the 
breach of which will be always more li- 
able to miſconſtruQtion than 1 in countries 


where ſo many motives do not concur. . 


IAM not an advocate for the ſeve- 
rity of a Jewiſh, or the moroſeneſs of 
a Puritanical ſabbath. I am likewiſe 
far from inferring that all thoſe who 
neglect a ſtrict obſervation of a Sun- 
day, are remiſs 1 in the performance of 
their other duties : but I will venture 


to 
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_-tocaffirm, that all whom J have remark- 
ed conſcientioufly to obſerve: this day 
from right motives, ha ve been uniform- 
1y attentive. ta their general conduct. It 
has been the opinion of many wiſe and 
good men, that Chriſtianity will. land, 


or 


a 


4 by 6 


* The teſtimony of one lawyer, will, perhaps, 
2 leſs ſuſpected, chan that of many, prieſts, 
I hare ever found, ” ſays the great Lord Chief 
Juſtice Hale, “ by a ſtrict and diligent obſerva- 
tion, that a due obſervance of the duty of Sun- 
day has ever had joined to it a bleſſmg upon the 
reſt of my time; and the weele that has: been ſo 
begun. has been bleſſed: and profpereus: to me: 
and, on the other fide, when 1 have been negligent 
of the duties of this day, the reſt of the week 
has been unſucceſsful and unhappy to my own 
ſecular employments. So that T could eaſily 


make 
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or fall, as this day is neglected, or ob- 
ſerved. Sunday ſeems to be a kind of 
Chriſtian Palladium; and the city of 
God will never be totally taken by the 
enemy till the obſervance of that be 
quite loſt. Every ſincere ſoldier of the 
great Captain of our Salvation maſt, 
therefore,” exert himſelf. in its defence, 
as ever he would defend the divine 
Fort of Revelation againſt the confe- 
derated attacks of the world and tlie 
czar ry ii: Rr nt. int 


1 34-544 f 
1 SHALL proceed to enumerate a few 


of the many cauſes which ſeem to im- 
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make an eſtimate of my ſucceſſes the week follow. 
ing, by tue manner of my paſſing this day, 


Atv i Do not write TH1s LIGHTLY; BUT 2X 


'LONG AND SOUND EXPERIENCE,” | 
Sir Matthew Hale's Works. 
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pede: welb diſpoſed people in the pro- 
preſs of religion: none, perhaps, oontri- 
butes more: to it than that cold, pruden- 
tial caution againſt the folly of aiming at 
pirfeftion; ſo frequent in the mouths of 
the worldly wiſe, We mult take the 
* world,” ſay they, as we find it; 
« reformation is not the bufineſs of in- 
« dividuals, and we are commanded 
«© not to be righteous overmuch.“ But 
_ theſe 2dmonitions are contrary to every 
maxim in human affairs: in arts and 
letters“ the moſt conſummate models 

are 


* # When Pliny the younger was accuſed of 
deſpiling the degenerate eloquence. of his own 
aze, and of the vanity of aſpiriog at perfection 
in oratory, and of endeavouring to be the rival 

ov 
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are held out to imitaticn, We never 
hear any body cautioned againſt be- 
coming too wiſe, too learned, or too 
rich: zeal, in buſineſs, is accounted 
commendable ; in friendſhip it is ami- 
able; in all the periſhing concerns of 
earthly things it is extolled as exhibit- 
ing marks of à ſprightly temper, and a 
vigorous mind. Strange! that to be 
 ſervent, in ſpirit,” ſhould only be diſ- 
honourable in that ſingle inſtance which 
ſhould. ſeem to demand unremitting di- 
ligence, and unextinguiſhed warmth: 


. 


AmonG the devices dangerous to our 


moral ſafety, certain favourite and ſpe- 


cious 


of Cicero, inſtead of denying the charge, he ex- 
claimed with a noble ſpirit, STULT1SS1 MUM Credo, 


ad imitandum non ori quæ pioponere, 
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cious maxims'are not the leaſt ſucceſſ- 


ful, as they carry with them an impoſ- 


ing air of indulgent candour, and al- 
ways ſeem to be on the popular ſide of 
good nature. One of the moſt obvious 
of theſe is, that method of reconciling 
the conſcience to practices not decidedly 
wicked, and yet not ſcrupulouſly right, 


by the qualifying phraſe, bat there is 


no harm in it. I am miſtaken, if more 
innocent perſons do not inflame their 
ſpiritual reckoning by this treacherous 
apology than by almoſt any other means. 
Few are {yMtematically, or premeditat- 
edly wicked, or propole to themſelves, 

at firſt, more than ſuch ſmall indulgences 


as they are perſuaded have no harm 


in n But this latitude is gradually 


and 


re 


eir 
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and imperceptibly enlarged: as the ,ex- 
preſſion is vague and indeterminate:; 
as the darkeſt ſhade of virtue, and the 
lighteſt ſhade of vice, melt into no very 
incongruous "colouring; as the bounds 
between good and evil are not always 
ſo presiſely defined, but that he who 


ventures to the confines of the one, will 


find himſalf on the borders of the other; 


every ſonè furniſhes his on definition; 


every one extends the ſuppoſed limits a 
little farther; till the bounds which 
fence in permitted from unlawful plea». 


futes-arei gradually» broken down, and 
the: marks which ſeparated them imper- 
ceptibly deſtroyed. 
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Pr is, perhaps, one of the moſt alarm: 
ing ſymptoms of the degeneracy of mo- 
rals in the prefent duy; tliat the diſtinc- 
tions of right and wrong are almoſt 
ſwept away in polite converſation. The 
moſt ſerious erimes are often named 
with cool indifferenob g the moſt ſhame- 
ful profligacy with afected tenderneſs, 
This muſt certainly contribute, more 
than any thing, te ditiinifh che horror 
of vice in the riſing generhtion. That 
our paſſions ſhould be toe often en- 
gaged on the fide of error, we may 
look for the cauſe, though not for the 
vindication, in the unreſiſted propenſi- 
ties of our conſtitution; but that our 
reaſon ſnould ever be employed in its 
favour, that our converſation ſhould 
ever 


ts 
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ever be taught to palliate it that our 


Judgment ſbould ever look. on it with 


indifference, hag ng, ſhadow of excuſe, 
becauſe this can pretend to no founda- 
tion in nature, no apology in tempta- 
tion, no palliative in pation, 


* . 
z 'T A 


„ defeAive, therefore, our 
practice may be, however we may be 
allured by ſeduction, or precipitated by 
Paſſion, let us beware of lowering the 
STANDARD, OP RicuT: this induces an 
imperceptible corruption into the heart, 
Nagnates the nobleſt principle of aCion, 
irrecoverably..debaſes the ſenſe of moral 
and} religious obligation, and prevents 
us from living up to the height of our 
nature: ät cuts, off all communication 
4). 10% E 2 with 
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with virtue, and almoſt prevents the 
poſſibility of return to it. If we do 
not riſe as high! as w&aim, we ſhall rife 
the hight: for having aimed at a lofty 
mark: but whers the Rorx' is - the 
practice cannot be high, though the con- 
verſe of the propoſition is not propor- 


* ” 90 * 
* 
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tionably true. 


Nori more benumbs the exer- 
tions of. ardent youthful" virtue; than 
the crc! ſneer Which workdly: prudence 
beſtous on active goodneſs, and the 
cool deriſion it expreſſes at the defeat 
of a benevolent ſcheme; of which ma- 
lice, rather than Penetration, had fore- 
ſeen the failure. Alas! there is little 


need of any ſuch difcouragemients: - The 


7 8 A world 
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wofld is a elimate which too naturally 
chills; a glowing; generoſity, and con- 
tracts an expanded heart. The zeal of 
the molt ſanguine.is but top apt to cool, 
and the activity of the mot diligent tc 
flacken,, of ;jaſelft, and the diſappeint- 
ments which benevolence encounters in 
the failure of, her heſt cqncerted pro- 
z<&5,and.the, frequent depravity of the 
moſt choſcn Object af her bqunty, 
would ſoon diy up. the ampleſt ſtreams 

of charity, were; they not fed. by the 


| Ra ed of religious principles... . 
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the Bor if, on the one hang, thare-is g 


proud and arrogant diſctetion which, ri- 
chicules, as 17 topian and romantic, every 


Sonczous project of the- ace anch che 
| E 3 _ liberal; 


by Thoughts on the 


54 
liberal; ſo there is on the other; a ſort 
of Popular ddtity which" arfogates- to 
irfelf- the*exclufive name of feeling, and 
rejects with Uiſdain che inflience of aft 
digher principſe. I am far from in- 
tefiding t6'depreciate this hurnane, and 
exquiſitely tender ſentiment; which the 
berieficent *iithor '6f our nature gave 
us, as a ſtimũlus tot remove the aiſtrefſes 
of others, ir order to get rid of bur on 
uneaſineſs. I would only obſerve, that 
where not ſtrengthened by ſuperior mo- 
tives it is a caſual and precations in- 
ſtrument of good, and ceaſes to operate, 
except in the immediate preſence, and 
within the audible cry of miſery. | This 
ſort of feeling forgets that any calamity 
exiſts which 78 out of its own fight; 


and 
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and though it would empty its purſe for 
ſuc an occaſionat object as rouſes trans 
fient ſenſibility, yet it ſeldom makes any 
ſtated [proviſion for miſeries, which are 
not the leſs real becauſe. they do not 
obtrude upon the ſight, and àwaken the 
tenderneſs of immediate ſympathy. 
This is a mechanical charity, which 
requires ſprings and wheels to ſet it a- 
going; whereas, real Chriftian charity 
does not wait to be acted upon by im- 
preſſions and impulſes. 

de esd vd -.92105:210095 10g! 
' A"FARPHER danger to good kind of 
people ſeems to ariſe from à miſtaken 
idea, that only great and actual ſins are 
to be güarded againſt. Whereas, ſins 
of omiſſion make up, perhaps, the moſt 


1 v7 


formidable 
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formidable ipart of their catalogue of 
offences. Theſe generally ſupply in 
number what they want in weight, and 
are the more dangerous for being little 
oſtenſible. They conſmue to be re- 
peated with leis regret, becauſe the re- 
not, like the remembrance of formal 
actual crimes, aſſume a body and a ſnhape, 
and terrify by the impreſſion of parti- 
cular ſcenes and circumſtances. While 
the memory of tranſacted evil haunts 4 
tender conſcience by perpetual appari- 
tion, omitted duty having n local or 
perſonal exiſtenee, not being recorded 
by ſtanding acts and deeds, and having 
no diſtinct image to which the mind 
may recur, finks into quiet Oblivion, 

18 | without 


It 
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without deeply wounding the conſci- 
ence or tormenting the imagination. 
Theſe omiſſions were, perhaps, among 
the ſecret fins,” from which the royal 
penitent ſo earneſtly deſired to be clean- 
ſed: and its worthy of the moſt ſerious 
conſideration, that theſe are the offen- 
ces againſt Which the goſpel pronounces 
the moſt alatming denunciations. It is 
leſs againſt actual than negative evil, that 


aſſectionate exhortation, lively remon- 


ſtrance, and pointed parable, are ex- 
hauſted. It is againſt the tree which 
bore NO fruit, the lamp which had N 
oil, the unprofitable ſervant who made 
No uſe of his talent, that the ſevere ſen- 
tence is denounced; and not againſt tor- 
Fapr fruit, bad oil, and talents ill em- 
QI 2 | | ployed. 
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ployed. We are led to believe, from 
the ſame high authority, that omitted 
duties, and neglected opportunities, WII 
furniſh no inconſiderable portion of 
our future condomnation. A very aw- 
ful part of the deoiſion, in the great day 
of àccouhts, ſcems to be reſerved mere - 
ty: for omiſſions and negatives. Ye 


gave me No meat; ye gave me N 
drink ; ye took me vor in; ye viſited 
re Nm. On the puniſhment attend- 
ing poſitive crimes, as being more na- 
turally obvious, more logically! conſe- 
quent, it was not, ee on; 40 
wa and; Ne st. Id, 01h 2 HG 
Are en 18 f: aid to J ow 
'Axorger W which ſtill further 
impedes the reception of Religion even 
2570.07 among 
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among the well diſpoſed, is tliat gar- 


ment of fadnefs in which people delight: f 


to ſuppoſe her dreſſed; and that liſe of 
hard auſterity, and pining abſtinence, 
which they pretend ſhe enjoins her di. 
ciples. Ant it were well if this ware 
only the miſtepteſentation of het de- 
clared enemies; but, unhappily, it is 
the too frequent miſconception of her 
mjudicious friends. But ſuch an over- 
charged picture is not more unamiable 
than it is unlike: for Þ will venture to 
affirch, that Religion, with all her beau» 
tiful and becoming ſanctity, impoſes 
fewer facrifices, not only of rational, 
but of pleaſurable enjo/ ment, than the 
uncontrouled dominion of any one vice. 
Her ſervice is not only perfect ſafety, 

but 
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but perfect freedom; ſhe is not fo ty- 
ratitiizing/as Paſſion, ſoi exacting as the 
World, nor ſo deſpotic as Faſon.— 
Let us try the caſe by a parallel, and 
examine it, not as affectingg our vittue, 
but our pleaſure. Does Religion for- 
bid the chearful enjoyments of life as ri- 
gorouſly''as Avarice forbids them? 
Does ſhe require ſuch ſaerifice of our 
eaſe as Ambition ?: or ſuch renunciations 
of our quiet as Pride? Does Devotion 
murder ſleep like Diſſipatiom d. Does ;ſhe 
deſtroy Health like Intemperance? Does 
ſne annihilate Fortune like Gaming ? 
Does ſhe imbitter Life like Diſeord; 
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ligion impoſe more vigilance than Suſ- 


picion? or half ſo many mortifications 


28 


2 
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as Vanity? Vice has her martyrs: and 
the moſt auſtere and ſelf-denying Aﬀce- 


tic (who miſtakes the genius of Chriſ- 
tianity almoſt as much as her enemies) 
never tormented himſelf with ſuch cruel 
andeauſeleſs ſeverity; as that with which 
Envy lacerates her unhappy votaries.— 
Wofldly honour obliges us to be at the 
trouble of reſenting in juries; but Re- 
ligion ſpares us that inconvenience” by 
commanding us to forgive them; and 
by this injunction conſults our happi- 
neſs no leſs: than our virtue; for the 
tormeht of cbnſtantly Hating any one 
muſt be, at léaſt, equal to che ſin of 
it.—If this eſtimate be fairly made, 
then is the bulance elcarly on the ſide 
bin no Bemioftt: n en r Ti 
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of Religion, even in the article of plea- 
ſure. | 


= ©"Y 4 
L"FASI wo 


Ił is an infirmity not uncommon te 
good kind of people, to comfort them» 
ſelves that they live in the exerciſe of 
ſome. one natural good quality, and 
to make a religious merit of a conſtitu- 
tional happineſs. —— They have alſo a 
ſtrong propenſity to ſeparate what God 
has joined, belief and practice; the 
creed and the commandments; actions 
and motives; moral duty and religious 
obedience. Whereas, - you will hardly 


find, in all the New Teſtament, a mo- 


ral, or ſocial virtue that is not hedg- 
ed in by ſome religious injunction: — 
Scarcely a good action enjoined towards 
others, 
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others, but It is connected to ſome ex- 
hortation to perſonal purity. All the 
charities of benevolence are, in general, 
ſo agreeable to the natural make of the 
heart, that it is a very tender mercy of 
God to have made that a duty, which, 
to finer ſpirits, would have been irre- 


ſiſtible as an inclination ; and to annex 
the higheſt future reward to the greateſt 
preſent pleaſure. But in order to give 


a A 5 1 + ny 4 WW 


a religious ſanction to a ſocial virtue, the 
duty of viſiting the fatherleſs and widow 
in their affliftion, is inſeparably attach- 


6 ed to the difficult and ſelf-denying in- 
/ = junctions of keeping ourſelves unſpotted 
from the world. This adjun& is the 


more needful, as many are apt to make 
a kind of moral commutation,” and to 
F 2 allow 


- 
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allow themſelves ſo much pleaſufe in ex- 
change for ſo much charity. But one 
good quality, can never ſtand proxy for 
another. The Chriſtian virtues - derive 
their higheſt luſtre from aſſociation: they 
have ſuch-a ſpirit of ſociety, that they 
are weak and imperfe& when ſolitary :' 
their radiance are brightened by com- 
munication, and their natural ſtrength 
multiplied by Hein alliance We _ 
ohen ni 7 lala co noi on vor 

Ix cannot be denied that good ſort of 
people ſometimes uſe religion as the 
voluptuous uſe phyſic. As the latter 
employ medicine to make health agree 
witb e luxury, the former conſider reli- 


e as a medium to reconcile peace of 
conſcience 
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conſcience with a life of pleaſure. - But 
no, moral, chemiſtry. can blend natural 
contradictions; the world will ſtill be 
uppermoſt, and religion will n to 
coaleſce with its pate. | 


65 


i mne len T0 sn 30597 
Sy 3 not be fulpedted of intend- 
: ing to inſinuate that religion encourages 
* men to fly from fogiety, and hide them 
h ſelves in ſolitudes: ta, renounce the ge- 

nerous and important duties of ade 
life, fon the viſionary, cold, and fruitleſs. 
virtues of an Hermitage, or a Cloyſter. 
No: the miſchief ariſes not from our 
living in the world, but from the world 
lieing in us z occupying our hearts, and 
monopolizing our affections. Acton 
is the life of virtue, and the world is 
| > 1 the 
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the nobleſt theatte of action. Perhaps 
ſome of the moſt perfect patterns of 
human conduct may be found in the 
moſt public ſtations, and among the 
buſieſt orders of mankind. It is, in- 
deed, a ſcene of trial, but the glory of 
the triumph is proportioned to the peril 
of the conflict. A ſenſe of danger quick- 
ens circumſpection, and makes virtue 
more vigilant- Lot maintained his in- 
tegrity in à great city, proverbially 
wicked, and forfeited it in d boſom. 
of x4Etirement,) C7) 1 1d 39 71 
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Ir has been - ſaid that worldly good 
| ſort: of people are a greater credit to 
their - profeſſion, by exhibiting more 
cheatfulneſs, gaizty and happineſs, than 

„ 4 are 


CY 
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are viſible in ſerious Chriſtians.” If this 
aſſertion be true, which 1 very much 
ſuſpect, is it not probable that the ap- 
parent eaſe and gaiety of the former 
may be derived from the ſame ſource of 
conſolation which Mrs.” Quickly rebom- 
mends to Falſtaff, in Shakeſpeare's ad- 
mirable picture of the death-bed ſoene 
of that witty proflſigate? * He wiſhed” 
« for comfort; quoth mine hoſteſs, and 
began k of Gal; ne l, 6 
ce comfort him, begged him he ſhould 
« not think of God; it was time enough 
« to trouble himſelf with theſe things. 
Do not many -deceive themſelves by 
drawing water from theſe dry wells of 
cbmfort? and patch up a precarious and' 
pt happineſs in this' world, by * 
8 diverting 
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diverting their atiention frem the on- 
cerns of the next? 1158 


of piety, is "that mw nite 
which even good kind of people too 
often entertain againſt thoſe who differ 
from them in opinion. Eveny man 
ho is ſincerely in earneſt to advance 
the intereſts of religion, will have 4c- 
quired ſuch a degree of candour, as to 
become indifferent by whom good is 
done, or who. has the reputation of de- 
ing it, provided it be aQtually: done: 
He will be anxious to increaſe the ſtock 
of human virtue, and of human happi- 
neſs, by every poſſible means. He will 


whet * ſharpen, every inſtrument of 


goodneſs, 
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goodneſs, though it be not caſt in his 
own mould, or faſhioned after his own 
pattern. He will never. conſider: he- 
ther the form ſuits his own particular 
taſte, but whether the inſtrument itſelf 
be calculated to accompliſh the work 
of his maſter. It is a teſt by which he 
will be able to judge of his own ſince- 
rity, if the delight he feels at hearing 
of a meritorious acion ſuffers nd abate- 
ment, becauſe it was performed by one 
who differs from him in his religious, 
or even his political ſentiments. 
ISusLL conclude theſe looſe and im- 
methodical hints with a general addreſs 
to thoſe" who content themſelves with a 
decent profeſſion of the doctrines, in- 


lead 
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ſtead of a diligent diſcharge of the du- 
ties of Chriſtianity. Believe, and for- 
give me: —- you are the people who 
lower religion in the eyes of its ene- 
mies. The openly prophane, * the 
avowed enemies to God and goodnefs, 
confirm the truths they mean to oppoſe, 
illuſtrate the doctrines they deny, and 
accompliſh the predictions they diſb2+ 
heve.': But you, like an inadequate and 
faithleſs prop, overturn the edifice which 
you pretend to ſupport — When an 


acute and keen-eyed infidel meaſures 


your lives with the rule by which you 
| org sf9 0590697 Wert 


* In the laſt days mall come ſcoffers, walk; ng, 
after their own luſts, &c. &c. 1 Peter, chap, iii. 


vet. 3. with a multitude of other texts to the ſame 


purpoſe, 
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profeſs to walk, he finds ſo little ana- 
logy between them, the copy is ſo unlike 
the pattern, that this inconſiſtency of 
yours 1s the paſs through which his moR 
dangerous attack is made. And J muſt 
confeſs, that of all the arguments, which 
the malignant induſtry of infidelity has 


been able to muſter, the conduct of I 


profeſſing Chriſtians ſeems to me to be 
the only one which is really capable of FF: 
ſtaggering a man of fenſe. He hears * ; 
of a ſpiritual and ſelf-denying religion; 
he reads the beatitudes ; he obſerves 
that the, grand artillery of the Goſpel 
18 planted againſt pride. . He then turns 
to the tranſcript of this perfect origi- 
nal, the lives which pretend to be fa- 
ſhioned by it. There he ſees, with tri- | 


umphant 
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umphant deriſion, chat Pride,” ſelf-love, 


ſelf-ſufficiency, and an inordinate appe- 
tite for pleaſure, are reputable vices in 


the eyes of many of thoſe who acknow - 
ledge the truth of the Chriſtian doe- 
trines. He weighs that meekneſs to 
which a bleſfing is promiſed, with thät 
arrogance which is too common to be 
very diſhonou rable. He compares that 
non-6onforrAi ity to the world; which the 
Bible makes the criterion of a believer, 
with that rage for amuſement which is 
not conſidered as diſreputable | in a Chriſ- 
tian. He oppoſes the ſelfidefiying and 
lowly character of the Author of our 
faith with the ſenſual practices of his 
followers. He finds little reſemblance 
between the reſtraints preſcribed, and 

alen * 
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the gratifications indulged in. What 
concluſions muſt a ſpeculative reaſoning 
ſceptic draw from ſuch premiſes? Is 
it any wonder that ſuch phraſes as a bro- 
ken ſpirit, a contrite heart, poverty of 
ſpirit, refraining the ſoul, keeping it 
low, and caſting down high imagina- 
tions, ' ſhould be to the unbeliever 
4 fooliſlineſs, „hen ſuch humiliating 
doctrines are a ſtumbling block“ K 
profeſſing Chriſtians, Who cannot al. 
ways cordially reliſh a religion which 
profeſſedly tells them it was ſent to ſtain 


the pride of human glory, and to ex- 
clude boaſting ? .. 


Bor though the paſſive and elde 
nying virtues are not higli in the eſteem 
of 1 mere good fort of people, yet they! 

| G are 
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are peculiarly, the evangelical TY 
The world extols br illiant actions the 
Goſpel enjoins good habits and right 
wesen; it em inculcates thoſe 
thoſe. funding, ſentences hind e 

tute. philoſophers, 5 but it enjoins the 
harder taſk, of renouncing ſelf, of living 
uncorrupted in. the world, of ſubduing 
beſetting ſins, and of not thinking of 
ourſelves more highly than we ought. 
The acquiſition of glory was the precept 
of other religions, the contempt of it is 
the perfection of Chriſtianity.1., | 


LztT us then be conſiſtent, and we 
ſhall never be contemptible, even in the 
eyes of our enemies. Let not the un- 
believer ſay that e have one ſet of opi- 


nions 
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nidns for our theory, and another for our 
rattle; that to the vilgar 


0 . FIC? fa «67-1 0 2 74 ZI 1017315 N 
© + We 1 therough and thorny way to heay* ny 
While we the primroſe rib dalliance tread. 


N . would become our chäracters as 
men of fenſe, of whith! conſiſtency is a 
moſt unequivocal proof, to chooſe ſome 
rule and abide by it. An AAP 
Chriſtian is a ridiculous character.— 


Fired principles will be followed by a 
conſiſtent courſe of action, while indeci- 
ſion of. ſpirit will produce inſtability of 
conduct. If there be a model which 
die profeſs to admire, let us ſquare our 
ves byoit; -If the Koran of Mahomet, 
or the Revelations of Zoroaſter, be a 
perfect guide, let us follow one of them. 
* G 2 ; —f 
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If either Epicurus, Zeno, or Confu- 
eius, be the peculiar object of our ve- 
neration and reſpect, let us faſhion our 


conduct by the dictates of their philoſo- 


phy; and then, though we may be 


wrong, we ſhall not be abſurd. But if 
the Bible be in truth the word of God, 
as we profeſs to believe, we need look 


no farther for a conſummate pattern.- — 


Let us then make it che rule of our 
| practice here, if it is indeed. to be the 
rule of our judgment hereafter. 


Bur I am willing to fatter myſelf 
that the moral and intellectual 'ſcene | 

about us begins to brighten.. Indulge 

myſelf in moments of the moſt enthb- 
ſiaſtic and delightful viſion; taking en- 
coutagement from that glotious prophe- 
|! we 8. 8 cy, 
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cy, that of the inereaſe of his govern- 
ment there ſhall be no end;“ a pre- 
diction which ſeems to be gradually 
accompliſhing: and in no inſtance more, 
perhaps, than in the noble attempt 
about to be made for the abohfion of the 
African ſlave-trade. For what event 
can human wiſdom foreſee more Ikely 
to "contribute to give the Sox tlie 
„ Heathen for his inheritance; and the 
< uttermoſt parts of the earth ſor his 
o poſſe hon than the ſucceſs of ſuch an 
enterplize, hich Wil teſtore the luſtre of 
the Chriſtian nabe, td lotig ſallied with 
We cruelty, and injuſtice ?. 


| | 
A G00D (pirit beam n to be at wok. 


A catholic tem diffuſing "itſelf 
among all TeNs 7 Pa es; an ae 
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ened eandour, and liberal toleration 
Were never more prevalent; good men 
combat cach other's opinions with leſs 
rancour, and better manners. We have 
many public encouragements; we have 
a pious king; a wiſe and virtuous mi- 
niſter ; many reſpectable, and not a few 
ſerious, clergy. (May their number 


daily increaſe!) Among theſe ſome of 


the firſt in dignity are the firſt in con- 
duct. An increaſing deſire to inſtruct 
the poor, to inform the ignorant, and 
to reclaim the vicious, 1s ſpreading 
among us. The late Royal Proclama- 
tion affords an honourable ſanction to 
virtuous endeavours, and lends nerves 


and ſinews to the otherwiſe feeble exer- 


tions of individuals, by cnforcing laws 
wiſely 
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wiſely planned, but hitherto feebly exe- 
cuted. In ſhort there is a good hope 
that we ſhall more and more become 
that happy people, who have the Lord 
for their God: that as proſperity is al- 
ready within our walls, peace and vit tue 
may abide in our dwellings. 


Bor vain will be all endeavours after 


pr iial and ſubordinate amendment. Re- 
formatioii muſt begin with the GREAT, 
; or it will never be effectual. Their ex- 
ample is the fountain from whence the 
| vulgar draw their habits,” actions, and 
characters. To expect to reform the 


| poor while opulent are corrupt, is to 


throw odours into the ſtream,, while the 
' ſprings are poiſoned. Even the excel- 
lent. Inſtitution of Sunday. ſchools for 


training 
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training religious forvants; will avail but 
little, if, as ſoon as the perſons there 
educated, come into the families of the 
great, they 'b behold practices diammetri- 
cally oppolits to the inſtructions they 
have been imbibing. If they fall into 
the houſes of the profligate, they will 
hear the doctrines which they have been 
taught to reverence, deridet];; if into 
mere:worldly families, they will ſee them 
neglected: and to the eſſential principle 
of vital Chriſtianity, oblivion is ſearcely 
leſs fatal than, contempt, i 
Ix, thetefore; the rich and great will 
not, from a Aberal ſpirit of doing right, 
abſtain from "hole offences, for which 
the poor ale to ſuffer fines and'impri> 
ſonments, uz] good convict Tuid one. 
It 
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It will ſignify little, to lay penalties on 
the horſes of the drover, or on the wag- 
gon of the huſbandman, while the cha- 
riot wheels of the great roll with inceſ- 
ſant motion: and the ſacred day on 
which-the-ſons of induſtry are command- 
ed by royal proclamation to deſiſt from 
travelling, is for that very reaſon ſelect- 
ed for the journeys of the great, and 
Preferred, becauſe tlie road is incumber- 
ed with, fewer interruptions. But will 
it not ſtrike every well-meaning Sunday 
traveller with a generous remorſe when 
he reflects that he owes the accommo- 
dation of an unobſtructed road to the 
very obedience which is peid. by others 
to that divine and human law which he 
is in the very act of violating ?, 


92. ä WII. 


I 
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Wirt not the common people think it 
a little inequitable that they are abridg- 
ed of the diverſions of the puBlic-hottfe 
and the gaming-yard on Sunday even- 
ing, when they fall hear that many 
houſes of the (firſt nobility are on that 
evening crowded: with company, and 
ſuch amuſements carrietb on as ate-pro- 
hibited by human laws even om common 
das As imitafon, and a deſire of be- 
ing in the Iſilon, govern the lower 
orders of mankind, it is to be feared 
that tey Will fit think reformation re- 
putable, while thiey fee it recommended 
only, and not practiſed by their betters. 
A Precept eunteracted by an example, 
is worſe than fruitleſs, it-is ridieulous: 
and the commofi people wilt be tempted 


| to 
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to ſet an inferior value on goodneſs, 
when they find it is only expected from 
the lower ranks. They cannot ſurely 
but ſmile at the diſintereſtedneſs of their 
ſuperiors, who, while., they ſcem anxi- 
ouſly; concerned to. fave. others, are ſo 
little ſolſcitous about their own ſtate. 
The ambitious vulgar will hardly reliſn a 
ſalvation which is only intended for Ple- 
beians: nor Will they be apt to enter- 
tain very: exalted notions of that pro- 
miſed future reward, the road to which: 
they perceive; their betters are ſo much 
more earneſt to point out to them, | than 
to walk-in themſcives, 


Ir was not by inflicting pains and 
penalties that Chriſtianity firſt made its 


way into the world: the divine truths 
„ 
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it inculcated received irreſiſtible confir- 
mation from the Lives, PrAcrticrs, 


and ExamPLes, of its venerable pro- 


feſſors. Theſe were arguments which 
no popular prejudice could reſiſt, no Jew- 
iſh logic refute, and no Pagan perſecution 
diſcredit. | Had the primitive Chriſtians 
only praiſed and promuleated the moſt 
perfect religion the world ever ſaw, it 
could have produced but very ſlender 
effects on the faith and manners of 
the people, if the j:alous and inquiſi- 


tive eye of malice could have detect- 


ed that the DocrRixts they recom- 
mended were not illuſtrated by the Lives 
they led. 


